
Welcome to Worship
If you are a visitor please stop at the Welcome Desk in the lower level for a visitor bag.  For 
more information contact us at www.zionanoka.org.

PREACHING:  Pastor Connie Tiede
            READER:   Greg Bergeron 
      ORGANIST:   Deb Oas Koepsell        

PRELUDE: "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"............................................................... arr. Hal Hopson

GATHERING
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENT 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

We gather in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

In this time of Advent, let us open our hearts to the coming of Christ, confessing our sins 
before God and one another.

Silence for reflection

Gracious God,
we confess that we are broken and sinful, and we have turned away from you. We 
have failed to fully serve you, and to be a light to our neighbors. We do not trust 
completely in your promises or your grace. Forgive us, turn our wills again to you, 
and prepare our hearts for Christ's reign, that your light may dwell within us, and 
shine forth through us, for your glory. Amen.

Jesus, the Word made flesh, Immanuel, God with us, was sent that all who believe in him 
may not perish, but have eternal life. In his name † your sins are forgiven. God has cleansed 
your hearts, and wiped away your sin. In confident recognition of His boundless grace, let 
us live in the light of Christ! Amen.

A WELCOMING  FAITH COMMUNITY.  
GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

4TH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
CELEBRATED ON SATURDAY

DECEMBER 23, 2023

Please silence your cell phones.  Thank you! 

†



GATHERING SONG: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, vs 1 & 4 .................................................... 631 



LITANY FOR LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH

Today is the fourth week of Advent, the candle of Love. 
Jesus shows us God’s perfect love. He is God’s perfect love in human form. 
Those who believe in him, and live in him, live in love. Love transforms and perfects all 
things. It never ends. 
We light this candle today to remind us that God is love.
We thank God for the hope he gives us, for the peace he bestows, for the joy he pours into 
our hearts, and for the love that redeems us and shows us the way.
Come, Lord Jesus! Fill our hearts with your love!  Amen.

HYMN:  Light One Candle,  vs. 4

GREETING:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, our Prince of Peace, our Mighty God, our Wonderful 
Counselor, who is and was and is to come. 
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your re-
deeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BAPTISM:  Jax Anthony White-Rodriguez

WORD
LESSONS:   Luke 1:26-38

 
  

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:46b-55
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON:  “How Can This Be?”  by Pastor Connie Tiede

HYMN OF THE DAY: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness Lord .................................................... 251

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: People Look East  (vs 4) .................................................................. 248



THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

After each petition
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come…
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 

SHARING THE PEACE:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(Share the peace with a wave and word of peace.)

MEAL
OFFERING
 
SPECIAL MUSIC: "Still, Still, Still"....................................................................... arr. by Franklin Ritter
                                    Deb Oas Koepsell, organ

OFFERTORY: What Child is This  (vs 3) ............................................................................................... 296

MANY WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 763-710-2209

ONLINE www.zionanoka.org
click on “GIVE TODAY”

ELECTRONIC GIVING
https://cutt.ly/ziongivetoday

or

 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.
 The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
 Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!



OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and 
bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithful-
ness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION/ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER:

Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together. 
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, 
brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

SENDING
BENEDICTION:

The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the joy of the Spirit † 
remain upon you now and forever. 
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN:  From Heaven Above, vs. 1-3 & 12-14...................... 268

LIVE STREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 10 am & 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM

Sundays | 9:10 am

OFFICE HOURS
M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 

1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 

sanctuary where a wheel-
chair or walker will fit. 
Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are avail-
able outside the sanctu-
ary. We have two “pray 

grounds” in the sanctuary 
with plenty of places just 
outside the sanctuary as 
well where children can 

sit and play.

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace, Christ is near.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE: "In Dulci Jubilo" ......................... by J.S. Bach, arr.  Dickinson    

 

 


